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Upcoming Events

Next Business Meetings

April Baronial Meeting + ballot counting

March social meeting

Vikingathing

Iris Festival/baronial election/equestrian champs

Feb. 1, 2023	
April 5, 2023

4/2, Byron and Ariella’s, Wexford. 

3/5, Rose Barn, Allison Park.

3/18, Camp Bucoco, Slippery Rock. See p 5. 

6/3-6/4, Bradys Run Park, Beaver Falls. See p 6.  

See debatablelands.org for zoom 
link on day of meeting

Agincourt 10/28, Camp Lutherlyn, Butler. See p 7.  
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practices, while still allowing areas where others 
can enjoy fighting and other activities in a more 
traditional way. Please note, however, that all our 
Courts that happen indoors will be masked, as the 
people-density is a lot higher than other activities. 
Outside activities can be unmasked, and note that 
anyone can wear a mask anywhere, as they wish. 
Thank you to everyone for your patience, kindness, 
and consideration of others. We really do live in the 
very best Barony!!

We are appreciative of ALL our Officers, but we’d 
like to highlight two this quarter: THL Silence, our 
Chronicler. She is intrepid in soliciting contributions 
to the Althing, which enrich and inform us all. 
This issue speaks for itself, and we cannot wait 
to read it!  We’d also like to highlight the work of 
our Exchequer, Lady Forveleth, who throws her 
extraordinarily competent self into any position 
she holds. Exchequery has a significant amount of 
rules and considerations, and she is excelling at all, 
including dealing with online payment stuff, end 
of year reports and a lot more, plus does gate at 
many events too! Thank you both!   (See what we did 
there? That’s the sort of thing you should write in 
recommendation letters, plus add timelines.... :) ). 

We haven’t forgotten about the election! See the 
other entry in this fine publication for the latest 
update on timelines and other details. Please do 
remember to make sure your membership isn’t 
lapsed and won’t lapse in January. 

And last thing, but certainly not least: a VERY BIG 
welcome, and SALVE ACCOLENS to our new Barony 
members from the western zip codes of the ex-Shire 
of Gryffyns Keep. Welcome, welcome! Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to us or any officer or Barony 
member to ask questions or let us know how to 
support you! And write your comrades in for Baronial 
awards! We’re yours now!

From the Baronage
A missive from Their Excellencies of

The Debatable Lands
Hello Debatable Lands! Salve Accolens!

As we put pen to paper (ok, fingertip to plastic keys), 
the days are now finally growing longer. Our very-
much-missed Debatable Lands 12th Night has made 
its triumphant return, and we are so excited! We’re 
especially excited to have held our Baronial Court 
there, as well as welcoming Their Majesties, who also 
held Their Court. 

Speaking of Courts, we need your letters! For newer 
folks’ information: it’s a great and humbling task of 
landed people (like us) to recognize people with 
official awards, Baronial awards in our case. But we 
can’t be everywhere, seeing everything! How do we 
know who to recognize in Court? YOU tell us! That’s 
right, we accept award recommendations from 
the populace, and that’s how we decide. We have 
a whopping SIX (maybe more) Baronial Courts this 
year, and that’s just us! Your new Baronage (Stepping 
up in the fall, see the election announcement), will 
be having at least one Court (maybe more), too! 
WE NEED AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS!. You can 
use the new recommendation form here: http://
debatablelands.org/award-recommendation.
php, or you may email the Baron directly at 
baron@debatablelands.org. And don’t forget 
recommendations for Kingdom awards as well. If you 
clue us into your Kingdom recos, we may also add 
our voices.

Speaking of events and such, you may have noticed 
that we will be having inside unmasked areas at 
events and practices. This is allowed through a 
special Kingdom program of Covid risk mitigation, 
accomplished by creating special fan filter boxes and 
keeping the people density in a room reasonable. 
A LOT of work went into this mitigation effort, 
particularly from people here: Sir Mahgnus, Breherys 
Gwendolyn, THL Muirgheal, and others, plus the 
practice mitigation facilitated by Sir Guillaume. We 
are absolutely thrilled that we can
decrease the risk to our immuno-compromised and 
vulnerable populations at inside events and 

In Levitate et Caritate, and Cheers, 

Baroness Hilda & Baron Brandubh
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From the Seneschal
Greetings Beloved Barony,

The Office of the Seneschal is working with Event 
Stewards, Autocrats, Guild Leaders, and other group 
face to face meetings to create No Mask Required 
areas or sites. If you are uncertain about how to start 
thinking about a plan OR have come up with a plan, 
please let me know and I will work with you and 
the Kingdom Committee to try and get something 
approved.

I am pleased to announce, The Marshals and I have 
worked with the Kingdom Covid Safety plan team 
and come up with an approved plan to allow for 
Mask Optional Practices on Sunday at Ace’s Axe 
Throwing, as your comfort dictates.

There are a few caveats that must be followed:

*If you are not feeling well, please do not attend. 
Stay home and get better.
*You must wear your mask to use the elevator.
*You must wear your mask to use the restrooms.
* Any participant may request that their 
opponents wear masks when competing against 
them.

This practice is welcoming to participants and 
spectators who wish to remain masked. There 
will be an area adjacent to the combat spaces 
designated as “masked”.

All current SCA COVID policies and Æthelmearc 
Covid Policies will be enforced.

If you have questions about these policies or the 
plan for this site, please contact me at seneschal@
debatablelands.org

When and Where:
Ace’s Axe Throwing
145 E 8th Avenue Homestead, PA 15120
Sundays 11 am to 3 pm EST.

Please watch updates from The Knight Marshal; 
Sir Guillaume le Noir du Bordeaux for Rattan and 
weather or site related cancellations; THLMeinolf 
Grímsson for Thrown Weapons and Drottin Jorundr 
hinn Rotinn for Rapier.

If you require loaner gear or have questions about 
practices, please contact the appropriate Marshal:
Thrownweapons@debatablelands.org
Fencingmarshal@debatablelands.org
Knightmarshal@debatablelands.org

photo credit: Schneider Photography

In Service, 

Muirgheal

She/her
muirgheall@gmail.com
address and phone number in the dark pages
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From the Arts and Science Minister

Greetings Debatable Lands, from your Arts and Sciences Minister.

Thank you everybody for all your hard work making our Barony look amazing! I am dedicated to getting you 
the recognition you deserve for all your arts and research. Please let me know about your projects, classes, 
scrolls, papers, articles, and other efforts so I can include you in my reports to the Kingdom.

My term comes to an end this February. I am fully willing to commit to a second 2-year term, but I am 
required by courtesy and policy to request letters. If you are interested in being the next Minister of Arts 
and Sciences, please send a letter of intent to myself (ansminister@debatablelands.org) and the office of the 
Seneschal (seneschal@debatablelands.org) by January 31st, 2023.

This office is the best office in the Barony. There is all kinds of leeway to try new things in your pursuit of 
supporting arts, crafts, and research in the Barony. It’s still difficult to feel connected with the SCA at this 
point, so anything you have the energy to do to bring others together will certainly be appreciated. I have 
some things I’m still itching to implement, but new ideas are always welcome.

It has been my pleasure to serve you for the last year and ten months. I hope to continue and to up my game 
with more service for the next two years. However, more choice is always a good thing! Please submit your 
letters if you would like your chance sooner rather than later.

Ishiyama Shonagon

Minister of Arts and Sciences
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“When the spring comes, and my blood heats up, I want 
nothing more than to raid and fight.”
— Björn Ironside

Link to the event announcement: 
https://aethelmearc.org/event/vikingathing/

The Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands invites 
everyone to don their furs, pull on their woolens, and 
join us for Víkingathing on 18 March 2022 at: 

Camp Bucoco
50 Bu-co-co Lane
Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

Our Marshal-in-Charge, THL Guillaume le Noir du 
Bordeaux will be holding a Hjolmgangr tournament 
and some combat scenarios to warm the blood and 
build an appetite for the feast to come.

Our Thrown Weapons marshal, Lord Meinulf 
Grimsson, will have his range open and will have 
some exciting themed competitions planned for the 
day.

For those of you who enjoy the gentle arts, we are 
planning arts and sciences activities, including 
classes that will be held in the Preston Center during 
the day. There is also hiking available on Bucoco 
Lane past the Preston Center if you would like to 
enjoy the crisp air and the earth awakening around 
you.

After your day of fighting, throwing, learning, and/
or hiking there will be a dinner prepared by Lord 
Eamonn na Laimhe (Eamon Stanley), who will be 
mentored by Signora Benedicta di Venezia (Harper). 
They will be preparing a Viking-themed feast for 40 
people. If you have any food sensitivities or allergies, 
please contact Eamonn via email at flopthree@gmail.
com at least two weeks before the event so that he 
may accommodate you.

The event steward is Meesteres Odriana vander 
Brugghe (Jennifer Bahor) who can be reached 
via email (preferred) at jenn.bahor@gmail.com or 
via phone/text at 412-486-0566 (no calls after 9p, 
please).

The Reservations Clerk is Lady Forveleth Dunde 
(Miranda Gavrin), and reservations can be sent to 
her at 326 Lincoln Avenue, Carnegie, PA 15106. If you 
have any questions about reservations, she can be 
contacted via email at forveleth@gmail.com.

Adult Registration
Event Fee: $25
With SCA Member Discount Fee: $20
Adult Feast Fee: $10

Youth Registration
Event Fee: Children 0-17 Free
Feast Fee: Children 0-5: free, children 6-17: $10

Family Cap: All children after two are free. Does not 
include feast.

Please make Checks Payable to “SCA PA Inc. 
Debatable Lands”

Event Announcement: Vikingathing
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In a little less than 6 months the Barony will host 
its second Japanese Iris Festival. “What is that?” you 
may ask. In Japan it is also called Tango no Sekku or 
Ayame no hi and was one of the five festival held at 
the Japanese imperial court. Originally it was on the 
fifth day of the fifth month or moon in the Chinese 
lunar calendar. When Japan switched to the Gregorian 
calendar the date was set to May 5th. Other countries 
in Asia have a similar festival on the same day. The 
festival marks the beginning of summer rainy season. 
Formerly the festival was known as Boys’ Day and 
the corresponding Girls’ Day was March 3th. After 
World War II, the two holidays were combined to be 
Children’s Day and was renamed to Kodomo no Hi. You 
will typically see carp-shaped banner displayed, one 
for each child. Treats that are traditional on this day 
are rice cakes called mochi rapped in oak leaves called 
kashiwa. The kashiwa-mochi are filled with red bean 
paste. Another traditional treat is chimaki, which is a 
sweet rice paste wrapped in an iris or bamboo leaf.  

Our festival will include demonstrations and classes of 
various Japanese arts and skills. The demonstrations 
and classes include taiko drumming, shibori make and 
take gift cloths, kumihimo, and tea ceremony. All are 
welcome to come watch and learn. If you want to wear 
traditional Japanese kosode with an obi, or hakama 
and kosode there will be in-person supervised sewing 
workshops to help you sew your own. There will be 
pre-packaged bento boxes that can be purchased at 
event preregistration.

The traditional festival name Tango no Sekku has 
meaning in Japanese. Tan means beginning and go is 
the simified character for horse. Horse is the Chinese 
zodiac sign for the fifth month. Sekku means festival. 
So the basic translation would be first day of horse 
month festival. But in Japanese go is the word for 
five so the double meaning of go means it’s the fifth 
day of the horse month. Well then, horses are the 
perfect addition to the Iris festival. We will be holding 
a number of games for the equestrians and the horses. 
There will be Baronial Equestrian Champs. But we will 
have more game than just the champs. These are great 
fun to watch. 

The event will be held on Saturday, June 10th, from 9 
am to 7 pm at the Horse Arena at Bradys Run Park, 121 
Bradys Run Road, Beaver Falls, PA, 15010. The autocrat 
for this event is the Honorable Lady Hara Kikumatsu, 
mka Sharon Booth, 1105 Shady Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15232. sbooth@sbooth.net, 412-441-1607. This is 
a land-line with answering machine. Please leave a 
message. No calls after 9pm. 

Event cost:
Adult Event Registration $15
Adult Member Registration $10
Youth 17 and under are free
Bento box lunch $5

There are a limited number of prepared bento boxes. 
Preregister to ensure you get a lunch box. Send email 
to the bento box lunch lady, the Honorable Elss of 
Augsburg, elss.of.augsburg@gmail.com with dietary 
restrictions, allergies, or if you want vegetarian or 
vegan box.

To preregister for the event and to purchase a bento 
box lunch, send a check payable to SCA PA, Inc. - BMDL, 
to the head trollner, Lady Forveleth Dunde: Miranda 
Gavrin, 326 Lincoln Avenue, Carnegie, PA 15106. 

For folks who would like to come to in-person sewing, 
the sessions will be on the following Saturdays 
in February: 11th, 18th, and 25th. There is limited 
space at my house, so please contact me at sewing@
debatablelands.org if you want to attend. You will need 
to have fabric washed, pressed, and cut before you 
arrive so you can just pin, sew, and press while there. I 
can advise on about fabric choices, and recommended 
amounts, as well as cutting instructions.

You will need to be masked in the house. However, I 
will arrange for air filters in a heated garage so there is 
a space where food and drink are allowed. In addition, 
there will be sewing at the March barony meeting on 
Sunday March 5th. See the barony website for location 
and time for this meeting: http://debatablelands.org/

Event Announcement: Japanese Iris Festival
and Baronial Equestrian Championships
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“This story shall the good man teach his son;
And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by,
From this day to the ending of the world,
But we in it shall be rememberèd—
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile,
This day shall gentle his condition;
And gentlemen in England now a-bed
Shall think themselves accurs’d they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s day.”
~Shakespeare, Henry V

Nobles! Welcome Back!! The feast of St. Crispin is 
upon us and the Barony Marche of the Debatable 
Lands wishes you to celebrate with us at the 
Fifteenth Agincourt event!

Agincourt will be held at: 

Camp Lutherlyn
500 Lutherlyn Ln 
Butler, PA 16001 

The site will open at 9:00 a.m. Saturday 28 October 
2023 and close at 9:00 p.m.

Agincourt returns after a one-year hiatus, and to 
celebrate its return, we are asking for a display 
of arms. Bring your banners, wear your heraldic 
clothing, arrive in your heraldic finery or bearing 
your arms on your shield! We will be displaying this 
in the outdoor pavilion where we will also be hosting 
court.

Heavy Weapons Combatants! Take the field and fight 
the battles as your ancestors did on this day. Noble 
combat shall rule the day until your arms ache from 
your weapons. What would Agincourt be without 
archery? Target archers get your bows! We have 
plans, just for you! 

Archery
Lord Rónán Ó Conaill will be setting up a challenging 
shoot for all target archers!

Equestrian
There will be Equestrian activities coordinated by 
THL Gesa von Wellenstein.

Tavern Brawl
And never fear, we WILL be having our famous 
Tavern Brawl, please considering bringing a parrying 
item. In previous years, we’ve seen giant turkey legs, 
mugs etc. Be creative as there will be a prize for the 
best tavern themed parrying item!!

A Tourney at Agincourt
Sirs Guillaume le Noir du Bordeaux and Oliver Sutton 
will be holding a tournament for Heavy Weapons 
fighters.

Food
THL Dierdre Scot of Clan Scot will be making a return 
to the BMDL and will present a 14th century feast to 
remember. If you have dietary issues, please contact 
her at (deirdrescot(at)outlook.com or 585-596-9417, 
no calls after 10pm.)

Staff and Site Rules
Your autocrat for the day is Meesteres Odriana 
vander Brugghe (Jennifer Bahor, jenn.bahor@gmail.
com, 412.486.0566). 
The site is completely DRY.
The site does not allow pets but does allow service 
animals.

Registration
Adult Event Registration: $15
Adult Member Discount Registration: $10
Child (0 – 17): FREE
Feast: $10

Checks should be made payable to SCA PA Inc – 
Debatable Lands. Please be sure to include the 
names and ages of the attendees that you are 
covering with your check.

Reservations:
Sharon Booth
1105 Shady Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232

Event Announcement: Agincourt XV
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The Mounted Warriors of the Debatable Lands

As the plague ruled through our Barony, our 
beasts were resting securely in their stalls, staying 
isolated on their own fields and outsmarting the 
unseen enemy by avoiding crowds. Gathering more 
understanding of this unseen enemy over the past 
two years allowed our warriors to bring out their 
mighty steeds from hiding and demonstrate their 
mounted skills at arms again.

Old dust was brushed off early this year, as the 
cavalry prepared itself for a mighty jousting 
tournament during the Spring Coronation of Byron 
and Ariella hosted within our Barony. In preparation 
for this joust, an overall equestrian practice was 
conducted the weekend prior, allowing us to 
sharpen our weapons and skills. However, the word 
got around that Æthelmearc’s mounted warriors are 
practicing again in the Debatable Lands and open to 
taking in new recruits. With the support of Mistress 
CuMhara O’Holyhead from the Middle Kingdom 
over 20 people were training and working on games 
and a few riders were refreshing their jousting 
skills. During this gathering the Debatable Lands 
and therefore our glorious Kingdom of Æthelmearc 
gained 13 new authorized riders and two renewals. 
What a way to start the new season! 

With the cobwebs gone and our saddles dusted 
off, we were ready for the upcoming tournament. 
However, the Spring Coronation was challenged by

the weather Gods and a jousting tournament was 
not in our cards. Yet, this did not stop his Highness 
Thomas Byron of Haverford from claiming his throne 
with the aid of his mighty warhorse Maple, an action 
well received by all.

In the warm summer month of June, the warriors of 
the Debatable Lands competed in the Equestrian 
Kingdom Championship at a local event, The Iris 
Festival. And what glorious day this was! With the 
weather on our side, the banners were flying high 
and welcoming riders and drivers from all over our 
Sylvan Kingdom of Æthelmearc The day was full 
of equestrian games, competing and showing off 
rider’s skills under saddle, ending in a joust. What 
a mighty sight this was! Hooves were thundering, 
lances were breaking, and the crowd was cheering 
loudly. The harder they hit, the louder they cheered! 

After a long day of competing, greeting old friends 
again and making new ones, Baron Rhion Elandris of 
Glyndyfrdwy and Mistress Ysabeau Tiercelin claimed 
the title of King’s Equestrian Champion and the title 
of Queen’s Equestrian Champion was bestowed 
upon Lord Yarden of the 
Debatable Lands. 
And Maple, the Barony’s 
warhorse, was awarded 
a Red Comet. What a 
glorious day this was.
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The Mounted Warriors of the Debatable Lands

Over the summer months our cavalry practiced 
quietly and provided education and training during 
mundane riding camps and in various events. And 
then something happened during our Pennsic War. 
The Debatable Land’s Captain of the Horse started 
to talk to the barony’s archers. They were forming a 
pact to work together.  

The archers were voicing a desire of learning how 
to ride in exchange for sharing their knowledge 
of archery. This was the beginning of Debatable’s 
Mounted Archery Group. On a little farm, away from 
curious eyes, riders were introduced the bow while 
master archers grew accustomed to shooting their 
arrows out of a saddle. After many hours of training 
for both parties, a mounted archery clinic was 
conducted at the end of October to spread the word 
of our Barony’s new Mounted Force. A total of 22 
riders, four of them minors, participated successfully 
and got authorized in mounted archery. How 
awesome is that?

Let’s not forget about our Baronial Equestrian 
Championship in the Fall. This also was well attended 
affair and a highly successful tournament again. 
Under the watchful eyes of our Baron Brandubh and 
Baroness Hilderun the championship was opened 
by none other than our own Duke Thomas Byron of 
Haverford and his gracious lady Duchess Ariella of 
Thornbury, both competing on the warhorse Maple 
for the champion title. A total of 9 riders, including 
2 minors were brave enough to ride through the 
advanced obstacle challenge. Lord Yarden of the

Debatable Lands was victorious and is now the 
Debatable Land’s Equestrian Champion. Additional 
awards were bestowed on Jacklyn for best 
horsemanship and Emma for her chivalry.

The Debatable Land’s Mounted Warriors were able 
to recruit over 30 new riders, four of them minors. 
Few authorized riders added new authorizations 
for equestrian games, and we gained a total of 18 
new mounted archers. I would like to express my 
gratitude to all of the equestrian supporters. If you 
support us by opening you barn for our practices, 
sharing your time, feeding our riders, taking pictures, 
or coming out to cheer us on, you are appreciated! 
We could not have this kind of success and fun with 
your support. As winter is coming this concludes 
this season’s equestrian adventures. It is now a time 
to reflect and plan for the upcoming season. A few 
equestrian practices are already on the calendar 
for February 4th , April 8th , May 6th , and June 10 
th 2023. There is also a rumor going around that 
weekly equestrian practices shall continue in the 
Spring of 2023 in Gibsonia, PA. If you are interested 
in supporting our Barony’s Equestrian Team or would 
like to become an active mounted warrior, or you 
would like to host an event with horses present, 
please feel free to contact the Baronial Captain of the 
Horse, THL Gesa van Wellenstein via FB or per email 
gwellenstein@yahoo.com.

	 Submitted by THL Gesa van Wellenstein

continued
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In Mentem Insania
A True Crime Series from 

Meesteres Odriana vander Brugge
Alice Kyteler, Part II of III

Last time, we left off after getting some background 
on Ireland in the early 14th century, meeting the 
major players, and giving the details leading up to the 
accusation of witchcraft.
The quick rundown so far:

1263 – Alice Kyteler is born in Kilkenny
1280-1285 – Alice marries her first husband, William 
Uitlagh, this is also when she becomes a moneylender 
(just like her husband).
1302 – Alice and Adam le Blund accused of killing William 
Uitlagh by Alice’s stepchildren
1303 – Alice marries her second husband, Adam le Blund
1309 – Alice marries her third husband, Richard de Valle
1316(?) – Alice takes Richard’s son to court to recover her 
widow’s dower
1316 – Alice marries her fourth husband, Sir John le Poer
1324 – Sir John contracts a “wasting disease”
1324 – Alice accused of witchcraft

There is essentially no information about Alice before her 
marriage to her first husband. We know that she became 
a moneylender and was quite adept at it. She also had a 
contentious relationship with her stepchildren of each 
of her marriages. They believed that Alice had convinced 
their father to disinherit them in favor of her son, Liam.

She did amass a significant fortune by taking the money 
from her deceased husbands and using it for capital in 
her business. Given her position as a moneylender during 
a period where people would have needed to use her 
services, there were quite a few people in Kilkenny that 
owed her money.

I do need to insert myself here and say that I know that 
this all looks super suspicious. She was married four 
times and received significant inheritances from at least 
three of them. She was about 17 when she first married, 
however, we have no idea what the ages of her husbands 
were. There are also no reports of her husbands dying 
particularly young, except for Sir John, who died of a 
“wasting disease”. Did she just have a taste for older 
men? Probably. She was successful on her own and didn’t 
require their money. It didn’t hurt, but she was doing fine 
for herself.

Additionally, Black Widows tend to exhibit specific 
behaviors that were unreported in Alice’s lifetime – 
Destructive tendencies, pathological lying, aggressive 
behavior, addictive behavior, “psychopathy” (callous and 
uncaring of others, but usually charming), having had a 
head injury, or obsessive or jealous behavior. This isn’t 
fully comprehensive, but it’s significant enough behavior 
that would have taken place both in public and in private. 
None of this was brought up in contemporary accounts, 
only the accusation of witchcraft.

Alice’s stepchildren from all four marriages were the ones 
that went to the Bishop, Ledrede, and accused her of 
using witchcraft to enrich herself by causing the deaths 
of her husbands. This included Sir John, who was alive at 
this time but dying of a “wasting disease”. They accused 
her of witchcraft because there was no natural evidence 
of foul play in the deaths of her previous three husbands.

Once the accusations were made, people from all over 
Kilkenny immediately came forward with stories about 
Alice engaging in witchcraft. It was no coincidence that 
most of these accusers were also people that owed her 
money. The accusations against his wife were brought 
to Sir John, who did not initially believe that she was a 
witch. It wasn’t until his stepchildren brought a list of 
ingredients allegedly for casting spells and he found 
those ingredients in the kitchen that he joined in 
accusing her. I could not find a list of what the ingredients 
were, but considering that they were all in her kitchen, 
I am going to assume that they were all common herbs 
and spices used in cooking. Sir John dutifully passed 
along this information to Bishop Ledrede to help in his 
case against her.

What did happen through the civil courts was that 
Bishop Ledrede approached Roger Uitlagh (Alice’s 
former brother-in-law) and demanded that he arrest 
Alice and Liam on the charge of witchcraft. Roger did 
not believe the accusations and chose to use his position 
as Lord Chancellor to delay things long enough that a 
defense could be mounted, or some kind of agreement 
could be reached with the church. Roger claimed that 
40 days must elapse, and the church would need to 
excommunicate the accused before Roger could legally 
arrest them. Ledrede demanded that they be arrested 
immediately and took the case to the Seneschal, Arnold le 
Poer, a relative of Sir John, Alice’s fourth husband. Arnold 
was convinced of Alice’s innocence and, to buy time, he 
had Ledrede put in jail for 17 days. He was released just 
after the 40-day deadline had passed.
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While in jail, Ledrede placed the diocese under 
interdict. This means that no church business, including 
sacraments, could take place. The bishop went as far 
as to “give instructions for the Host to be brought to 
him, indicating that the body of Christ was imprisoned” 
(Williams). This would have been absolutely terrifying 
to every believer in the diocese as if you can’t perform 
burials, those people are condemned to hell. If you can’t 
perform baptisms, then if the baby dies, its soul goes to 
hell. This was holding the entire diocese hostage until the 
interdict was removed. The interdict would eventually be 
lifted by the Vicar of the Archbishop of Dublin by request 
of the justiciar of Ireland when Ledrede refused to travel 
to Dublin (because he’d have to pass through lands 
owned by Arnold le Poer) to defend having placed the 
interdict.

Once released, however, Ledrede continued forward with 
her witchcraft trial. Alice, probably with the assistance 
of Roger Uitlagh, fled to Dublin for her safety. This 
enraged Ledrede who was offended that she was so well 
protected, and the wealthy society of Dublin was hosting 
her and keeping what, to his mind, was an embodiment 
of Satan, safe and well-fed. As Ledrede continued to 
push forward, Alice filed a charge against Ledrede for 
false ex-communication and defamation of character. 
Ledrede was then summoned to the Dublin court but 
again refused as he would, again, need to travel over the 
lands of Arnold le Poer. Eventually, with the reassurance 
of support, Ledrede did arrive in Dublin.

The trial in Dublin was a joint church and state affair 
where the bishops of Ireland would be present along 
with the court. The surprise attendees were Arnold le 
Poer and Liam Uitlagh who were there to defend Alice. 
Each party was allowed the time to plead their case and, 
according to Bernadette Williams, Arnold le Poer gave 
an impassioned argument that he was not bound to 
obey Ledrede’s commands saying, “If some vagabond 
from England has obtained his bull in the pope’s court, 
we do not have to obey it unless enjoined on us by the 
king’s seal.” Additionally, le Poer appealed to his fellow 
Irishmen to join him in solidarity against the English-born 
Bishop by saying, “As you well know, heretics have never 
been found in Ireland, which has always been called the 
‘Island of Saints’. Now this foreigner comes from England 
and says we are all heretics and excommunicates … 
Defamation of this country affects every one of us, so we 
must all unite against this man’.”

The outcome of the trial was predictable. Going against 
the church in Ireland wasn’t going to be a winning 
argument and was most certainly the last gasp chance 
by le Poer to attempt to move the court so Alice would 
not be returned to Kilkenny to stand trial for witchcraft. 
He did not succeed, and the court ruled that she should 
be compelled to return to Kilkenny. Realizing that Alice 
would be put to death if she returned to Kilkenny, Roger 
Uitlagh arranged an escape and she, along with her 
servant Petronilla’s daughter, fled to England. This is 
where Alice Kyteler disappears from history. Once she 
flees, there is no information about what happened to 
her or Petronilla’s daughter. The information just stops. 
The most common theories are that Alice either went to 
England or to the Low Countries, where she could blend 
in and disappear from the sight of the church and the 
Irish courts.

There will be a Part III for this as this is just a lot of 
information. I realized as I was completing the reading 
that I really needed to get into what happened in Dublin 
leading up to Alice’s fleeing the country.
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Court Report: Debatable Lands, Pennsic XLIX
The following is the report of the Court of Their Excellencies 
Brandubh et Hilderun, Baron and Baroness of the Barony-
Marche of the Debatable Lands, held at Pennsic War XLIX 
on the 7th day of August anno societatis 57 by Lord Ronan 
Ó Conaill reporting herald seconded by Lord Reinhard 
Regenbogen, and with thanks to Lord Niall Mac Raedwulf for 
serving as ethereal herald and recording the proceedings.

The Baron and Baroness welcomed all to their court and 
reminded everyone of the events at war that were to follow: 
champions tryouts and tournaments, Vigils, Elevations, the 
Barony’s bridge battle fighting unit, and the Debatable Choir 
and I Genesii performances. They then bade the populace to 
seek their comfort.

Their Excellencies first called forward Master Antonio de Luna 
to conduct business before the court. Master Antonio then 
called forward Sayyid Matthias de Lupo Corsi and took him as 
his protege.

Lord Patrokles Athenaios was next requested in attendance to 
be recognized for his skill in the martial forms of heavy fighting, 
fencing, thrown weapons, and archery. For this he was awarded 
an Iron Comet. Scroll by THLady Sumayya al Ghaziyah.

Lord Godzimir the Golden was then bade to approach Their 
Excellencies so they may recognize his service to the archery 
community and his contribution to the arts with the founding 
of the Archers Guild. For this he was given a Silver Comet and 
a scroll by THLady Gesa von Wellenstein with words by Baron 
Alaric MacConnal.

Their Excellencies invited THLady Nicola Beese to attend them 
so they may thank her for her service in running the Gold Key 
and Scriptorium West and award her with a Gold Comet with a 
scroll by Mistress Graidhne ni Ruaidh.

Lord Yakub al-Musafir was then called upon to be recognized 
for his prowess on the archery range and was awarded an Iron 
Comet. Scroll by Ihtizaz bint al-Gani. 

Their Excellencies next had Lady Astridhr Thorolfsdottir 
brought forth so that they may show their appreciation for 
her service at troll, as a retainer, helping with setup and clean 
up at events, and her general good works behind the scenes. 
She was awarded a Gold Comet and scroll by THLady Gesa von 
Wellenstein with words by Baron Alaric MacConnal.

Their Excellencies invited THLady Nicola Beese to attend them 
so they may thank her for her service in running the Gold Key 
and Scriptorium West and award her with a Gold Comet with a 
scroll by Mistress Graidhne ni Ruaidh.

Lord Yakub al-Musafir was then called upon to be recognized 
for his prowess on the archery range and was awarded an Iron 
Comet. Scroll by Ihtizaz bint al-Gani. 

Their Excellencies next had Lady Astridhr Thorolfsdottir 
brought forth so that they may show their appreciation for 
her service at troll, as a retainer, helping with setup and clean 
up at events, and her general good works behind the scenes. 
She was awarded a Gold Comet and scroll by THLady Gesa von 
Wellenstein with words by Baron Alaric MacConnal.

Sir Maghnus an Chnoc na n’Iora was then invited before Their 
Excellencies so they might speak on his deeds. Kindly old Sir 
Maghnus, venerable dead elder of the College of Cour d’Or, 
with decades of holding office for the good of the barony 
under his belt, and still remaining a steadfast and reliable 
fighter at our practices was then inducted into the Order of 
Copernicus, whereupon he made it known that he wished 
to take on the moniker of the “Weird Uncle of the Barony”.  
Scroll by Lady Rose O’Tierrany upon a text by Baron Alaric 
MacConnal.

Their Excellencies then invited the populace to join them on 
September 17th for the Baronial Social to be held at Hawkeye 
Park.

Their Excellencies called forward all scribes and wordsmiths 
who contributed to scrolls that went out during court to be 
recognized and receive a token from Her Excellency.

Finally Their Excellencies were attended by Master Emrys 
Eustace, Lady Arthes MacLeod, and Sayyid Matthias di Lupo 
Corsi who were thanked for all of their works in serving as 
Baronial Camp Reeve, providing the food for the post-court 
social, and helping maintain the Baronial camp respectively.

The court of Their Excellencies was then closed.

The court of Their Excellencies was later reopened so that they 
may call before them THLord Guillaume le Noir du Bordauex. 
They recognized his service as a heavy fighting marshal, 
assisting at events, and helping to create the Stellar Tourney 
and so awarded him a Gold Comet with a scroll by THLady Gesa 
von Wellenstein and words by Baron Alaric MacConnal.

There being no further business, the court of Their Excellencies 
was then closed once more.
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Court Report: Debatable 
Lands, 7 Pearls Tournament
The following is the report of the Court of Their 
Excellencies Brandubh et Hilderun, Baron and 
Baroness of the Barony-Marche of the Debatable 
Lands, held at the Seven Pearls event hosted by the 
Barony of the Rhyderrich Hael on the 27th day of 
August anno societatis 57 by Lord Ronan Ó Conaill, 
reporting herald.

Upon opening Their court, Their Excellencies greeted 
the populace and then gave leave to the Barony of 
Thescorre to conduct their courts.

Upon the closing of THescorre’s Baronial Court, 
Their Excellencies called forward Sir Tigernach mac 
Cathail of the Barony of Endless Hills whereupon 
they recognized him as the Champion of the Seven 
Pearls Archery Tournament. Sir Tigernach was 
then presented a scroll with illumination by Lady 
Aibell ingen Chernachain, calligraphy by THLady 
Rachel Daliceux, and words by Baron Brandubh 
O’Donnghaile.

The court of Their Excellencies was then closed.

Their Excellencies Brandubh et Hildrtun held court 
at their Baronial Social Meeting, Saturday September 
17, A.S. 57 (2022).  Master Emrys Eustace height 
Broom reporting Herald.

After greeting the populace, They invited everyone 
to enjoy the trays of cupcakes available. Largess 
provided by the generosity of Mistress Ts’vee’a bas 
Tseepora Levi in honor of Her Excellency Hilderun’s 
Birthday.

With sweet tooths sated, the populace wished her 
Excellency a happy birthday.

Newcomers to the SCA were gifted with tokens from 
their Excellencies, and welcomed warmly. Likewise, 

Court Report: Debatable 
Lands, Baronial Social

those who taught or ran activities that day were 
also gifted, and praised for their good works. Finally, 
Kit was given a Pirate Booty Chest (arrr!), thanking 
her for traveling so far from the Middle Kingdom, 
providing hot mulled cider, teaching a class on 
lashing and representing well talk like a pirate day.

Morikawa Rei, of King’s Crossing, was given the 
Cometus Amicus, or friendship comet, for her 
enthusiastic participation in online A&S outlets, 
including sewing, scribal, and woodworkers’ guilds. 
The award was limned and scriven by Mistress Shiran 
al Sussiya, with words from Master Alaric MacConnel.

Lord Thorinn of the Debatable Lands was given a 
Gold Comet for his support of family, the AE bar, 
camp, and archery, scroll forthcoming by the hand of 
Lord Reinhard Regenbogen.

Lady Gredechin Morin de Nordenberg was also 
given a Gold Comet in absentia for her works as 
archer, retainer, and A&S deputy, scroll made by Lady 
Forveleth Dunde.

Lady Elizabeth of the Debatable Lands received her 
Gold Comet. For a decade she has been a member of 
the baronial camp, providing quiet respite, helping 
barony, kingdom, and others with set-up and tear-
down, and lightening the mood with song. Scroll 
scriven by THLady Rachel Daliciuex, and limned by 
THLady Aiball Shul-vine, with words by Master Alaric 
MacConnel.

Lady Ceindrich ferch Elidir was called forward. It 
was noted by their Excellencies that, wherever there 
is a need, she sees it and leaps to solve it.  Their 
Excellencies presented her with a token of thanks 
and gave her leave to thank her staff.

Drawing the court to a close, their Excellencies 
reflected on their seven joyful years as Baron and 
Baroness of the Debatable Lands, but expressed a 
desire to see others rise to fill that purpose. They 
invoked the Baronial election policy, announcing 
they intend to step down in one year’s time, giving 
time for interested candidates to announce their 
intentions.

Thus ended the court, on a beautiful late summer 
day.
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Their Excellencies of the Debatable Lands

Their Royal Magesties of Æthelmearc

Their Royal Highnesses of Æthelmearc

Officers of the Debatable Lands (Term End)

Baron Brandubh Ó Donnghaile
baron@debatablelands.org

Baroness Hilderun Hügelmann
baroness@debatablelands.org

King Amthor Inn Sterki
ae.king@aethlmearc.org

Prince Andreas Morgan
ae.prince@aethlmearc.org

Queen Ceirech Na Hinnsi
ae.queen@aethlmearc.org

Princess Kallista Morgunova
ae.princess@aethlmearc.org

Seneschale (2/24*)
Muirgheal inghean Dubhghaill
seneschal@debatablelands.org

Comet Pursuivant (8/24)
William de Montegilt

herald@debatablelands.org

Webminister (4/23)
Reinhard Regenbogen

webminister@debatablelands.org

Exchequer (6/23)
Forveleth Dunde

exchequer@debatablelands.org

Arts and Sciences Minister (4/23)
Ishiyhama Gentarou Yori’ie

ansminister@debatablelands.org

Mistress of the Lists (2/24)
Vika Vyborgskaia

lists@debatablelands.org

Chronicler (12/23)
Silence de Cherbourg

chronicler@debatablelands.org

Chatelaine (6/24)
Svava Jorundottir

chatelaine@debatablelands.org

Knight Marshal (10/23)
Guillaume le Noire de Bordeaux

knightmarshal@debatablelands.org

* - second term; cannot renew
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Any gentle wishing to submit articles, artwork, poetry, etc. to the Althing is invited to do so. Please send your 
work to the Chronicler. All material in the Althing is copyrighted to the individual contributors. The Chronicler 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, or reprint any submissions. The Althing’s submission deadline is generally the 
15th of the last month of the quarter (March, June, September, December). Send your contributions to chronicler@
debatablelands.org for inclusion in the next issue. 

SUBMISSIONS

This is the Q4 2022 issue of the Althing, a publication of the Barony Marche of the Debatable Lands of the Society 
of Creative Anachronism, Inc. It is not a corporate publication of the Society of Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does 
not delineate SCA policies. Opinions are those of the authors and may not reflect or imply the view of the Althing 
or any member of its staff. Content is used with permission. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or 
artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of 
the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.

DISCLAIMER

The Althing is generally published quarterly with content that has been submitted to the Chronicler officer and 
select content from  Stórfréttir. The Althing is available for free on the Barony website, www.debatablelands.org. 
Paper copies are available for those without Internet access. Please contact the Chronicler to have a paper copy 
mailed to you. Image of Halley’s Comet from the Bayeux Tapestry from Wikipedia Commons and is in the public 
domain.
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Baronial Positions and Deputies

Captain of the Archers
Rónán Ó Conaill

archerymarshal@debatablelands.org

Equestrian Marshal
Gesa Von Wellanstein

equestrian@debatablelands.org

Marshal of the Fence
Jorundr hinn Rotinn

fencingmarshal@debatablelands.org

Youth Fighting Marshal
Jasmine of Tarn Clan

youthcombat@debatablelands.org

Thrown Weapons Marshal
Kumagaya Kentarou Masamoto

thrownweapons@debatablelands.org

Steward
Alaric MacConnal

steward@debatablelands.org

Gold Key (Loaner Garb)
Nichola Beese

goldkey@debatablelands.org

Iron Key (Loaner Fighting Equipment)
Guillaume le Noir du Bordeaux
ironkey@debatablelands.org

Baronial Signet
Rachel Dalicieux

signet@debatablelands.org

Editor of the Dark Pages
Arianna of Wynthrope

darkpages@debatablelands.org

Historian
Ts’vee’a’ bas Tseepora Levi

historian@debatablelands.org


