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The Althing 
To all the populace of the Barony Marche of the Debatable Lands -- rejoice, for the party season is upon us! See 

herein the announcements for many of the upcoming events in our lands,  
including Coronation, a Meeting with Robin Hood and his Merrie Band, Archers to the Wald, and our own well-

beloved Agincourt. 

All should make note that Agincourt now offers a discounted fee for pre-registration, so do not hesitate -- Delay will 
cost you actual coin, so mail your registration in advance. 

The Chronicler is well and truly pleased to be continuing the series of articles on the Tenth-Century Byzantine Field 
Armies as written by Dani of the Seven Wells. Also, he offers another 

Article on Manners for the further Education of Slovenly Youth and Rude Gentles. Read and Pay Heed, lest you 
offend in your ignorance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being written and printed by the Chronicler, Elss of Augsburg, wishing to record and proclaim the events and activities 
relating to the Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands, both past and to come, 

in this Month of September, in the chilly and wet reaches of the Barony, far above the Three Rivers. 

September a.s. xlvi 
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Disclaimer 

This is the Althing, a publication of the Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands of the Society of 
Creative Anachronism, Inc. It is not a corporate publication of the Society of Creative Anachronism, 
Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies. Opinions are those of the authors and may not reflect or 
imply the view of the Althing or any member of its staff. Content is used with permission.  

Publication  

The Althing is published every month except August, with an Arts and Sciences issue published 
once a year. If you'd like to join the Althing mailing list and receive your newsletter by e-mail, you 
can do so here: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bmdl_althing/ or it is available for free on the 
Barony web site www.debatablelands.org. Paper copies are available for those without Internet 
access. Please contact the chronicler with an address to have a paper copy mailed to you at 412-366-
5844. If you would prefer to write, the address is on the outside cover. 

Submissions 

Any gentle wishing to submit articles, artwork, poetry, etc, to the Althing is invited to do so. Please 
send your work to the chronicler. All material in the Althing is copyrighted to the individual 
contributors. The chronicler reserves the right to edit, refuse, or reprint any submissions. The 
submission deadline for the Althing is the first Wednesday of the month. 

Baronial Discussion E-List 

Need more info on an upcoming baronial event? Just want to chat? To subscribe to the barony 
emailing list, go to http://lists.andrew.cmu.edu/mailman/listinfo/sca-bmdl, and follow the 
instructions on the page. 

Art Work 

Cover Art and Interior Pages: Arms and Armor CD-ROM and Book Dover Publications ©2004. 

 

 

The Althing’s submissions deadline is fluid –  
send your contributions to Elss at chronicler@debatablelands.org for inclusion in the next issue. 
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GGGGreetings from reetings from reetings from reetings from the Baron and Baronessthe Baron and Baronessthe Baron and Baronessthe Baron and Baroness!!!!    

Good Populace, 

We again would like to thank everyone who made the event of our Investiture such a great day. We 
would also like to congratulate our new Fencing Champion, Lord Charles de Cayeaux, and the 
returning Youth Champion, Tiberius. We watched the tournaments of skill and chivalry with great 
pride in our barony. 

As you may know, at our afternoon court we learned of a bet that had been placed by one of our 
predecessors on the baronial thrones in which he may have gambled the barony to Sir Bear the 
Wallsbane. Sir Bear presented a challenge to the true ownership of these lands, and presented us 
with a challenge of arms to prove now and forever that this Barony belongs only to the Crown of 
AEthelmearc and is protected by its true Baron and Baroness. 

At AEthelmearc War Practice in the spring, forces from the Barony Marche and Sir Bear and his 
current squires will meet on the field and Sir Bear will know not to challenge the might of this 
barony ever again. We appeal to the barony's heavy fighters to meet this challenge, attend practices, 
and prepare to defend your barony. 

At Archers to the Wald, we will hold our Archery, Youth Archery and Thrown Weapons 
Champions. We look forward to seeing these competitions and to our first official visit to our 
Canton of Steltonwald. 

Later in October we will once again see battle on the fields of Agincourt. Her Excellency Constance 
will host her first Baroness' Bower. This will be a chance to sit down with Her Excellency, work on 
your favorite art form, and have some tea and snacks. We will also have our Baronial Heavy Fighting 
Champions as well as the Kingdom Youth Champions. 

We look forward to spending time with all of you over the coming months. 

In service to the society, 

Liam and Constance 

Seventh Baron and Baroness of the Debatable Lands 

http://bmdlbandb.webs.com/  
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From the Seneschale:From the Seneschale:From the Seneschale:From the Seneschale:        

Enjoy the dog days of summer, my friends, by taking part in one of the many 
activities we have here in our fair Barony. There's something for everyone - fencing, 
fighting, archery, thrown weapons, music, singing, dancing, storytelling, calligraphy & illumination, 
metalwork, woodwork, persona creation, heraldry, sewing, fiber arts of all kinds, and more! 
September is the perfect time to try something new, and chances are, someone in our most talented 
Barony is doing it! Check out our website at http://www.debatablelands.org/meetings.html for more 
information on regular meetings. Don't see what you're looking for? Ask our Arts & Sciences 
Minister, Baron Langdon (ansminister at debatablelands.org), and he'll help you. 

I'd like to take a moment to congratulate Their New Excellencies Liam and Constance on their 
investiture as the new Baron and Baroness of the Debatable Lands.  And thanks to our previous 
Baron and Baroness, Byron and Ariella, for their service to our lands. Vivant!!! A big VIVANT also 
to Mistress Arianna, autocrat of the Investiture event, and her fine staff (especially Dame Margaret, 
Head Cook), for putting on a wonderful event - people didn't want to leave! Royal Court was a jovial 
experience, and congratulations to those members of the Barony that received recognition:  

� Baron Byron and Baroness Ariella, newest Baron and Baroness of the Court of 
Aethelmearc 

� Mistress Ts'vee'a, 31st Jewel of Aethelmearc 
� Ian of the Debatable Lands for his Silver Alce 
� Joshua of the Debatable Lands for his Silver Alce 
� Leah of the Debatable Lands for her Silver Sycamore 
� Lady Alethea for her AoA 
� Lady Kathryn for her AoA 
� Lady Lorelei for her AoA 
� THL Brandubh for his Cornelian 
� THL Hildarun for her Cornelian 
� Lady Cynewyn for her Keystone 
� Lord Pavel for his Keystone 
� THL Urho for his Sycamore 
� Lady Elss for helping at an event on her birthday 
� Prince Isenwulf for raising over $500 for the Aestel 

I'd also like to thank others from our Barony that have provided and will provide valuable service to 
Aethelmearc as a whole: Their Majesties, Their Highnesses, and all their retinue and staff, the 
Seneschale, Silver Buccle, the Earl Marshal, the Archer General, and the Equestrian Marshal, as well 
as the talented scribes in our Barony working to create beautiful awards scrolls for Royal Courts. We 
are proud of you. 

I look forward to seeing new and known faces at Barony Meeting September 8th (Thursday), and 
would invite anyone interested in how the Barony is administered to sit in on Officers' Meeting on 
Wednesday, October 5th, starting at 8 pm in Porter Hall on CMU's campus (Room TBD, contact 
me for details at seneschal at debatablelands dot org). The next Barony Meeting will be a Harvest 
Revel held on Sunday, November 6th, at Byron and Ariella's Castle in Wexford. The meeting starts 
at 2 pm, but other activities will precede and follow it. More details later, but I hear rumors of much 
merriment and PIE! 

In Levitate et Caritate, Hilda, Seneschale 
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From the Captain of ArchersFrom the Captain of ArchersFrom the Captain of ArchersFrom the Captain of Archers::::    

Many thanks to Master Alaric for running archery practice last weekend in my 
absence and continued congratulations on his Heart Fund money-raising project. 

Weather permitting, we'll have practice again at the Washington Boulevard site this 
upcoming Sunday. Has anyone checked out the site this week? I've heard some 
rumors that it has been getting mildly flooded. I'll check it out myself later this week. 
Keep on eye on the mailing list for updates. 

Archers to the Wald is coming up later this month at the Beaver Valley Archery Club where is has 
been held the last four or five years. Be prepared for all sorts of archery activities including the 
Known World-famous walk-throughs. Both the Baronial Archery Championship (Mistress Gianna) 
and the Baronial Youth Championship (Lord Robert) will be held on the Saturday. See the 
Steltonwald web site for details. 

Looking further ahead, we will need to have a practice site clean-up in a few weeks. All the storms 
have washed garbage onto the site. It's not as bad as it has been in the past, but it is part of our 
responsibility to keeping the site to keep it clean. I'll be setting a date and we'll make a party of it. I 
ask for representatives of all the martial forms to send people to 
help with the project. More details to follow. 

In Service to the Barony-Marche, 

Urho Waltterinen 

Per valde mustache adveho valde officium 

 

FFFFor the Knight Marshal:or the Knight Marshal:or the Knight Marshal:or the Knight Marshal:    

The Knight Marshal's term of officer is up in October. Those 
interested in serving as Knight Marshal should send a Letter of 
Intent to Lord Shiro at knightmarshal@debatablelands.org and 
to our Seneschale at seneschal@debatablelands.org. Lord Shiro 
intends to renew for another two year term. However, he is 
looking for someone to take over responsibility for the Heavy 
Fighting loaner gear (Iron Key). 

 

Greetings from your College LiaisonGreetings from your College LiaisonGreetings from your College LiaisonGreetings from your College Liaison!!!!    

We have recently participated in both the University of Pittsburgh's and Carnegie Mellon 
University's Student Activities Fairs. I would like to thank Annaleigh, Sigrith, and Eadgyth for their 
assistance at them. Hopefully, we will see some new faces at various practices soon. If you are able 
and pass through Oakland on your way to or from events, meetings or practices, please consider 
making yourself available to some of our less mobile newcomers by signing up for the BMDL Ride 
Board. http://groups.google.com/group/bmdlrideboard  

Thank you all, 

Rosalia 
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Important Important Important Important DatesDatesDatesDates Coming Up! Coming Up! Coming Up! Coming Up!    

September Barony Meeting and Dance Practice – September 8, 2011 

Thursday, September 8th, starting at 7 PM on CMU's campus in Porter Hall 100 (pending 
approval by CMU) -- Newcomers meeting: wear your garb if you wish and bring cool stuff 
to show and share! 

October Officers Meeting – October 17, 2011 

Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 8 PM at CMU, in Porter Hall, room TBD. 

November Barony Meeting and Harvest Revels with PIE! – November 6, 2011 

Sunday, November 6th, thrown weapons and archery starting at 11am, barony meeting at 
2pm, fighter practice at 2:30pm, plus bring a pie to share and enter into the pie contest! 

The calendar on our website has been updated: http://www.debatablelands.org/calendar.html.  

Please let the seneschale or web minister know of any changes, additions or deletions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fighter Practice Social Pavilion!Fighter Practice Social Pavilion!Fighter Practice Social Pavilion!Fighter Practice Social Pavilion!    

To the populace of the Barony Marche of the Debatable Lands does Lady Caillen and Odriana 
vander Brugghe bid greetings.  

There will a table available for those who wish to socialize whilst the warriors of our Barony 
participated in martial practice.  There is also a pop-up pavilion available for particularly sunny (or 
rainy) days so that we may be in comfort. Here is the remaining schedule for this (subject to change 
along with any changes in fighter practice): 

11, 18, 25 September 

Come and enjoy the company and good fellowship. 
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TenthTenthTenthTenth----CenturyCenturyCenturyCentury Byzantine Field Armies  Byzantine Field Armies  Byzantine Field Armies  Byzantine Field Armies ----    InfantryInfantryInfantryInfantry    

by Dani of the Seven by Dani of the Seven by Dani of the Seven by Dani of the Seven WWWWellsellsellsells    

The grand formation described in the previous section consisted of a dozen taxiarchies of a thousand 
infantry each, forming a square with three intervals on each side through which cavalry could ride.  
The purpose of the cavalry was to win battles.  The purpose of the infantry was to protect the 
cavalry – and keep from losing battles.  This section takes a closer look at the infantry formations. 

 

Each taxiarchy is arrayed in seven 
lines of a hundred soldiers. (The 
width of the line may change as 
circumstances dictate, but geometry 
prevents it from varying too much: 
The primary purpose of the square is 
to provide space and shelter for the 
rest of the army.) The first two ranks 
and the last two consist of heavy 
infantry. (The ones in the back are 
needed if an enemy breaks through.) 
The middle three ranks consist of 
archers.  There are three hundred men 
in reserve, including light infantry 
(guarding the intervals) and heavy 
pikes (not shown).  

 

Heavy infantry are primarily armed with spears, though they are expected to carry backup weapons.  
They also carry shields.  (Manuscripts refer to various types of shields, and to very long spears, but 
illustrations typically show Byzantine soldiers carrying long one-handed spears and long, narrow 
(oval) shields about four or five feet long.)  The ‘heavy’ in heavy infantry refers to the weapons; the 
soldiers have no armor.  Byzantine manuals emphasize drilling and training, but doctrine for infantry 
is simple (stay in formation, get back in formation, widen or narrow the gap, reinforce the front 
line), which suggests that the army didn’t actually have much time to train its foot soldiers. 

The archers carry good bows – composite recurves with a range (not necessarily accurate) of over 
three hundred yards.  It is recommended that each archer carry a quiver of 60 arrows and a quiver of 
40 arrows, with another 50 arrows to be supplied by the army.  That means that the army was 
carrying 720,000 arrows for the recommended 4800 archers!  (A later manuscript recommends that 
the archers carry 50 arrows and that the army supply another 50 – or 100 if it can – which may be 
more realistic.)  A group of four archers could have three shooting and one shuttling arrows and 
supplies. 

 

Light infantry are skirmishers, carrying javelins or slings.  (All infantry were instructed to carry slings 
as backup weapons, but the skirmishers were specialists.)  Their job is to wait behind the intervals 
and attack any enemies that get through.  If enemy cavalry charges and engages the spears, they are 
supposed to go through those intervals and help.  Light infantry is the most mobile arm.  They are 
frequently Rus mercenaries.  (Varangians haven’t been invented quite yet.) 
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Menavlotoi have very-heavy pikes and are designed to stop heavy cavalry.  Basically, they are to carry 
the heaviest pikes they can handle (small tree trunks, for practical purposes). These are probably 
braced against the ground like early-modern pikes. Menavlotoi are stationed in the back, and come out 
front when an enemy cavalry charge appears likely. Earlier manuals placed the pikes well forward of 
the square, but apparently this didn’t work too well, because the later manuals bring them closer in, 
where they are better-supported. Earlier and later Byzantine armies did not field menavlotoi; they 
represent a temporary innovation in the arms race between cavalry and pikes. 

 

References to be collected at the end of this series of articles.  The diagram is McGeer’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table MannersTable MannersTable MannersTable Manners by  by  by  by Dani of the Seven WellsDani of the Seven WellsDani of the Seven WellsDani of the Seven Wells    

The following advice is culled from "The Boke of Curtasye": 

� Sit where you’re seated. 
� Don’t eat or drink till your mess is brought to you, or people will think you are 

starving or gluttonous. 
� Break your bread; don’t bite it. 
� Don’t cram your cheeks with food like an ape; you won’t be able to answer if anyone 

talks to you. 
� Don’t eat on both sides of your mouth. 
� Don’t call for a dish once it’s been removed. 
� Don’t spit on the table; that’s rude! 
� Don’t scratch your dog. 
� If you blow your nose, clean your hand:  Wipe it with your skirt or put it through 

your tippet. 
� Don’t drink with food in your mouth; you may get choked or killed if it goes down 

wrong. 
� Don’t wipe your teeth or your eyes with the table-cloth. 
� If you sit by a good man, don’t put your knee under his thigh. 
� Keep your elbows off the table. 

Ref: "The Boke of Curtasye", Sloan MS. 1986, c.1430. 

Furnivall, Frederick J., ed., “The Babees Book”, Early English Text Society, 1868.
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Report of the MeetingReport of the MeetingReport of the MeetingReport of the Meetingssss of the Officers of the BMDL of the Officers of the BMDL of the Officers of the BMDL of the Officers of the BMDL    
The Officers Meetings are held to discuss and decide upon the business matters of the Barony, and 
these are the minutes of the meetings held recently. 

August Officers’ Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2011August Officers’ Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2011August Officers’ Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2011August Officers’ Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2011    

� Officers in attendance:  Seneschale (Hilda); MoAS (Langdon); Chirurgeon (Liam); 
Webmisinster (Cai); Herald (Pavel);  Exchequer (Tofi); Chronicler (Elss); MOL 
(Aillean); Chatelaine (Anna Leigh) 

� Officers proxied:  Baron/ess (Liam for Their Excellencies); Knight Marshal (Liam 
for Shiro); Capt of Archers (Pavel for Urho); Marshal of Fence (Hilda for Irene); 
Steltonwald Seneschale (Hilda for Muirgheal) 

� Populace/Positions present: Alaric 

[Minutes recorded by Hilda] 

1. Open meeting 

2. April, June, and July Officers’ Meeting Minutes Approved 

3. Officers’ Reports 

� Seneschale: Thanks to everyone who made the Pennsic encampment and BMDL 
party at Pennsic a success. New Kingdom Seneschale will be Cori Ghora in Oct. 

� Herald: Baronial Court at Pennsic went off well.  Thanks to all the heralds in the 
Barony that helped at Heralds’ Point. 

� Knight Marshal:  Term is up in October.  He is soliciting letters, but intends to re-up 
for Knight Marshal, but not Iron Key.  Looking for volunteers to take Iron Key. 
Practice will happen on the 28th. 

� MoAS: Talking to Deputy about lining up a twice-a-month open A&S Meeting on 
Tuesdays at the Carnegie Library at Squirrel Hill or similar. Starting end Sept or Oct. 
Still finalizing details.  

� Chronicler: No report. 
� Exchequer: We have money. Exchequer and Seneschale approved an additional $75 

at Pennsic to buy gauntlets for heavy fighting. Will ping potential deputies to make 
sure they are still interested.  Quarterly report was on time! 

� Chirurgeon: May have a deputy soon. 
� MoL: No report. 
� Chatelaine: Gold Key would like to step down, so we’re looking for someone to take 

it.  There are nine Rubbermaid bins. Looking for someone who wants to get more 
involved with not too much commitment.  Pennsic was a good place to track down 
people who didn’t know they are BMDL – talked to about 5 or 6 people. 

� Webminister: New deputy – Lorelei. Started the process of migrating the website to 
the new host. Old host contract ends 9/15, so we’re in the overlap month. 

4. Next Meetings/Gatherings 

� September Barony Meeting.  Will be on Sept 8th – newcomers’ meeting with dancing 
– have two rooms in Porter Hall.  

� November Barony Meeting. Tentatively scheduled for Sunday, Nov 6th. Steelers 
game doesn’t start until after 8pm. Harvest Revel theme with Pie Contest. 
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� October Officers Meeting scheduled for Oct 5th, 8pm, Porter Hall. 
� Cour d’Or Gatherings in the fall.  “Fighting and Fiber” theme. Heavy to happen at 

CMU on alternate weeks with Fencing at Pitt. Fiber activities to happen concurrently 
with both. Discussion about Schola Series. 

� Activities Fairs for Pitt and CMU discussion. 

5. Past Events 

� Tofi says this spring/summers event reports are done.  Short discussion about 
deposits for the Unitarian Church site. 

� Arianna sent a message that Investiture  on 8/27 is on track, has bonfire permit, etc. 
Agincourt is still on track. 

� Rapier and Costuming Academy: Still Dec 3rd, at the Chinese Church. 
� Looking for an autocrat for 12th Night. Liam has someone who is interested. 

6. Policy discussion remanded to Oct Officers’ Meeting. 

7. Discussion on the Agincourt event sponsoring the Oct Aestel, as offered to us by the Kingdom 
Chronicler. Elss to put some quips and quotes together. 

8. Meeting closed. Beer ensued. 
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Fall Coronation of Isenwulf and RosalindaFall Coronation of Isenwulf and RosalindaFall Coronation of Isenwulf and RosalindaFall Coronation of Isenwulf and Rosalinda    

September 17, 2011September 17, 2011September 17, 2011September 17, 2011    

Grove City Masonic HallGrove City Masonic HallGrove City Masonic HallGrove City Masonic Hall    

It is with great pleasure that the Shire of Hunters Home invites one and all to celebrate the much 
anticipated Fall Coronation of Isenwulf and Rosalinda to be held at the Grove City Masonic Hall, 
1340 West Main Street, Grove City, PA 16127 on September 17, 2011. A delicious sideboard will be 
provided for all to be followed by a grand royal feast that evening prepared by Head Cook Master 
Creador TwyneDragon (ebisu80@hotmail.com) and the Hunters Home cooking guild. Please 
contact Master Creador with any dietary concerns. 

Let it be known that Isenwulf and Rosalinda would like to have fun and entertainment available for 
all in attendance. A heavy weapons competition will take place to test the populace of Aethelmearc 
in armored combat. Those skilled in the arts of music and song are also requested to share their 
talents throughout the day. Fencing and thrown weapons will also take place, weather permitting. 

As an added bonus for the day, we are hoping to have a wonderful fundraiser for the Kingdom. The 
Shire of Hunter's Home will provide the opportunity for anyone wishing to make a $5 donation to 
the Kingdom, the chance to have a formal picture keepsake of the day with a beautiful horse garbed 
out in equestrian finery. Here is that chance to have a wonderful picture of you, your family, your 
household, your fighting unit or any combination of friends you like. You can get several pictures if 
you want to really help boost the fundraiser. To make it easy, you don't even have to bring a camera. 
We will take care of it for you. 

Because a horse will be at this SCA event, all people in attendance will need to sign an 
equestrian waiver as per Society rules. 

The site is discretely damp with open flames kept low. The only animals permitted on the grounds 
are registered service animals. The site is handicap accessible. Site opens at 9 a.m. and closes by 10 
p.m. Autocrat for the event will be THL Sabina of Kilkenny (Tammy Hall, 108 Maple Manor 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057, 724-290-7289 sabinakilkenny at gmail dot com) Site fees: $8 for adults and 
$6 for youth (5-17), under 5 years old are free. The non-member surcharge will be $5. Feast fee: $8 
for adults and $6 for any youth of any age who plan to sit in their own chair at feast, with babes in 
arm or sitting on parent's lap free. Please send your reservations or reservation questions to THL 
Gabby d’Asti (Karen Murdick, 164 Jamisonville Rd., Butler, PA 16001,  724-285-3409 after 6 p.m., 
kmurdick at zoominternet dot net). Make checks payable to SCA, Inc - Hunters Home.  

Directions: 

Take best route to Interstate 79 in Pennsylvania. Take Exit 113, Grove City. (If coming from the 
north, turn left onto Route 208 East. If coming from the south, turn right onto Route 208 East. 

Travel 2.2 miles and turn left onto George Junior Road. Katie's Korner Ice Cream is on the corner. 
Go approximately 0.8 miles and turn right onto Carrie Way. (if you pass Aldi's and Sheetz you went 
too far.) Go to the end of the road and turn left onto Ivan Drive and the site will be on the right. 
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Archers to the WaldArchers to the WaldArchers to the WaldArchers to the Wald    

September 30 through October 2, 2011September 30 through October 2, 2011September 30 through October 2, 2011September 30 through October 2, 2011    

BeaBeaBeaBeaver Valley Archery Clubver Valley Archery Clubver Valley Archery Clubver Valley Archery Club    

The Canton of Steltonwald invites one and all to come and shoot your bow and arrows at this year's 
Archers to the Wald. Many of the well-known marshals of our Kingdom, including many Scarlet 
Guard members, will be running various ranges throughout the day, including several roving, 
novelty and long distance ranges. There will be marshals who have agreed to make themselves 
available for one-on-one coaching, giving tips and techniques throughout the day. Their Excellencies 
of BMDL will also hold the Baronial Archery and Thrown Weapons Championships for adult and 
youth. A full weekend, planned for archers to shoot things.  

In addition to all things archery, there is plenty of space for a thrown weapons range, heavy weapons 
and fencing as well. We welcome merchants, but please contact the Autocrat as inside/table space is 
limited. The site is open to primitive tent camping (no shower facilities) this year for all to set up 
Friday night and get in a full day of event fun on Saturday. 

The day will include fabulous tasty food created by none other than Countess Aidan ni Leir. A feast 
will be limited to 48. Please consider pre-registering for this event as the numbers for feast will be 
based on our preregistration numbers. If you have any special dietary concerns, please contact Aidan 
at 724-203-4014 (Please no calls after 10 pm) or at helen dot pinto at comcast dot net 

This event will be held at the Beaver Valley Archery (BVA) Club, 277 Rothart Dr, New Brighton, 
PA 15066. The BVA Club is a mundane archery club featuring over 53 acres available for shooting. 
The site opens on September 30, 2011 at 5 pm, closes on October 2, 2011 at noon, and is discretely 
damp. Site Fees for this event are $9.00 for adults, $4 for children 6-17 and free for babes in arms (5 
and under). Site fee includes a light lunch. Feast fee is $9 for adults, $5 for children under 17.  

The autocrat for this event is THL Fintan na Coilled (Mark Smoot) 2259 Todd Road, Aliquippa, PA 
15001, 724-857-0994 (Please no calls after 10 pm), fintannacoilled at comcast dot net. Please send 
reservations to Lord Marcus du Couer (Marcus Smoot) at 2259 Todd Road, Aliquippa, PA,  
marcussmoot.jr at gmail dot com or phone him at 724-888-0116. Reservations need to be received 
by September 27, 2011. Please make checks payable to SCA Inc. - Canton of Steltonwald. 

Directions from the South: 

Make your best way to I-79 N. Take Exit 87 / PA-68 toward Zelienople. Turn left at end of exit 
ramp onto Evans City Rd/PA-68. Continue to follow PA-68. You will make a left turn onto N Main 
St/PA-68 (approximately one mile). Turn right onto W Beaver St/PA-68 (approx 1/4 mile). (Please 
note there is a 7Eleven on the corner of this intersection). Continue from ** below. 

Directions from the North: 

Make your best way to I-79 S. Take Exit 88/Zelienople. At the end of the ramp, turn right onto 
Little Creek Road, continue for about ½ mile and turn left onto Perry Hwy/US 19. In approx 1.5 
miles, turn right onto W Beaver St/PA-68 (Please note there is a 7Eleven on the corner of this 
intersection). 

** Continue to follow PA-68 for about 6 miles. After you go under the overpass for the turnpike, 
make the first right onto Rothart Road. There is a large metal sign for the Archery Club on the 
corner, up rather high. Follow Rothart Road for about one mile. Turn left into the Archery Club. 
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Fractured Fairy TaFractured Fairy TaFractured Fairy TaFractured Fairy Tales:les:les:les:    

The Tale of Robin HoodThe Tale of Robin HoodThe Tale of Robin HoodThe Tale of Robin Hood    

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday,,,, October 15, 2011 October 15, 2011 October 15, 2011 October 15, 2011    

Union Presbyterian ChurchUnion Presbyterian ChurchUnion Presbyterian ChurchUnion Presbyterian Church    

While King Richard is away fighting in the Crusades, Prince John, with the help of his evil 
henchman the Sheriff of Nottingham, has invaded our beloved Shire of Gryffyns Keep! We have 
fought the good fight and now with very tired voices, we call out to you, the populace of these great 
lands, in search of the heroes we so desperately need to rid our land of this evil scourge.  

Yes, we are in need of heroes, those most wondrous of heroes that rob from the rich and give to the 
poor. We need a hero who is a master with the Bow. We need a hero who is sure with a Blade. We 
need a hero who is unstoppable with a Rapier. We need a hero who can defend our bridge from 
invaders. We are in need of Robin Hood and his merry men. 

Who among you will come and participate in our day of tournaments in Archery, Heavy Combat, 
Thrown Weapons and Fencing? Also, fear not for the entertainment of our wee ones, as activities 
will be occurring for them. Hear our call; help us find our heroes so that we may put an end to the 
evil tyranny of Prince John! 

This day will feature a Friar Tuck Pot Luck Dayboard/Cooking Competition starting at 11:30 AM, 
and our Shire will provide the meat course. Please bring a dish of your choosing to share. For those 
wishing to enter the competition portion of the lunch board, there will be a signup sheet and special 
section of the table. Please be sure to make any competition dish a period recipe, and bring a list of 
the ingredients in your dish so those who partake can avoid allergic reactions. 

Before our scrumptious feast, prepared by Lord Thomas Le Strange, there will be a “swagger” 
competition (participants must be able to lift 40 lbs.), and Robin Hood and his merry men will be 
unveiled.  

The site for this event is Union Presbyterian Church, 656 Route 380, Murrysville, PA 15668, on 
Saturday October 15, 2011. The site opens at 10:00 AM and closes at 9:00 PM. The site is dry.  

The site fee for this event is $7.00 for adults, $4.00 for children 6 to 12 and children under 5 are free. 
There will be an evening feast by the hand of Lord Thomas Le Strange (Thomas Butts). The cost of 
the feast is an additional $8.00, $4.00 for children 6 to 12, and children 5 and under are free. Of 
course, the non-member surcharge of $5.00 will apply for any gentle without proof of membership. 

Reservations may be sent to Lady Siobhan MacDermott (Melissa Strobel) at 202 S. 4th St., 
Youngwood, PA 15697, (724) 396-2179, theebonswan at gmail dot com. Checks can be made out to 
SCA Inc. - Shire of Gryffyns Keep. Please do not include your NMS with your reservation. 

Your autocrats for the event are Lady Freya Ramsey (Heather Pollins (724)522-1019), and Zoe the 
Black (Amy Buckley (724) 980-7573). Be sure to mark this exciting event on your calendars, invite 
your friends and join us for some fun! 
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Directions from South and Pittsburgh area: 

Take your best route to I-376 East (Parkway) to the end, and then bear left onto Route 22 East 
towards Murrysville.  

**Go through three stop lights and bear right onto Route 286 East, Golden Mile Highway, Holiday 
Park. Proceed through eight stop lights and after the last one at the Dairy Queen, go straight, 
beneath the underpass on Route 380 East. From here, the church is approximately two miles on 
your right. 

Directions from the North: 

Take I-79 to Pa Turnpike, go east to the Monroeville-Pittsburgh exit after the toll booth bear right 
onto Route 22 East towards Murrysville. Follow directions from**.  

Directions from the East: 

Take either Route 22 or Route 30 West to Route 66 North through Delmont. Go approximately 
seven miles to a flashing yellow light and turn left onto Route 366 West towards New Kensington. 
Go approximately four miles to the interchange with Route 380. Turn left through median and bear 
right onto Route 380 East. The church will be approximately two miles ahead on your right.  
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AgincourtAgincourtAgincourtAgincourt    

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday,,,, October 22, 2011 October 22, 2011 October 22, 2011 October 22, 2011    

PitcairnPitcairnPitcairnPitcairn----Monroeville Sportsmen’s ClubMonroeville Sportsmen’s ClubMonroeville Sportsmen’s ClubMonroeville Sportsmen’s Club    

O noble English! that could entertain 
With half their forces the full pride of France, 
And let another half stand laughing by, 
All out of work, and cold for action. 

Heroes will be made upon the field this day, Archer and Knight alike shall make their mark. On this 
St. Crispin’s day, We will also hold an arts and sciences display specializing in Leatherwork, as well as 
an arts and sciences Historic Combat feature. 

This event will also play host to the Baronial Heavy Weapons Championship. Baronial heavy 
fighters should watch for details on rules for this year’s Baronial Championship. 

This grand event will take place Saturday, October 22, 2011, at the Pitcairn-Monroeville Sportsmen’s 
Club, 505 Mosside Blvd., North Versailles PA 15137. Doors will open at 10 a.m. and anyone left at 9 
p.m. will be part of the cleanup crew. 

The Autocrat for this event will be Uilliam Mac an tSaoir (Shawn MacIntyre), (medicmacintyre15219 
(at) yahoo.com) assisted by Constance Glyn Dwr and Clewin Kupferhelbelinc. Your lunch and feast 
will be prepared by the very talented Elss of Augsburg (elss_of_augsburg (at) yahoo.com). 

The charges for this event are as follows: 

� Adults (13 and up) with lunch & feast: $15.00 pre-registered, $17.00 at the door  
� Adults (lunch only), without feast: $7.00 pre-registered, $9.00 at the door  
� Youth (6–17) with feast: $11.00 pre-registered, $13.00 at the door  
� Youth (lunch only), without feast: $3.00 pre-registered, $5.00 at the door  
� All children under 6 are free  
� Non-SCA Members will pay a surcharge of $5.00  

Note that all Prices are $2.00 more the day of the event at the door, so please pre-register. The 
deadline for pre-registration is Saturday, October 15th, 2011. 

A portion of the event proceeds will be donated to the Æstel. Reservations can be mailed to 
Hildarun Hugelman (Krista Cogan), 3815 Baytree Street, Pittsburgh PA 15214 (412-606-6258). Make 
checks payable to “SCA, Inc — BMDL”. The only reservation is a paid reservation. Please include 
all mundane names with your reservation, including those children under six that require a seat at the 
feast table. The troll will open at 10 am and close at 3 pm. Any bought-but-unclaimed feast spaces 
will be sold at that time, so if you’re planning to arrive after 3 pm, please include that information 
with your reservation. Any gentle 18 and over that cannot provide proof of SCA membership at the 
gate will be charged the $5 surcharge. 

Directions: 

From the North, South and West: Take your best route to I-376 East. Take I-376 East to Exit 78a 
(US 30 — Forest Hills). Follow US 30 east approximately 7 miles to PA 48 (Mosside Boulevard). 
The event site will be 1/2 mile on your left. 

From the East: Take your best route to US 30, Follow US 30 to PA 48 (Mosside Boulevard). Turn 
right onto PA 48, the event site will be 1/2 mile on your left. 
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Rapier and Costuming Academy Rapier and Costuming Academy Rapier and Costuming Academy Rapier and Costuming Academy ---- December 3 December 3 December 3 December 3    

The days grow ever shorter and Winter's chill draws nigh; therefore, we come together to share the 
light of our knowledge and fight the chill with cloth and steel. 

Hone your skills at the Rapier and Costuming Academy in the Barony-Marche of the Debatable 
Lands, December 3rd at the Pittsburgh Chinese Church, 8711 Old Perry Hwy, Pittsburgh, PA  
15237. 

Gentles who wish to teach should contact the Class Coordinators, Mistress Irene von Schmeterling, 
for fencing, and Mistress Ts’vee’a bas Tseepora Levi, for costuming. 

 

 

AnotherAnotherAnotherAnother Event of Note: Event of Note: Event of Note: Event of Note:    

Wheeling Regional PreWheeling Regional PreWheeling Regional PreWheeling Regional Pre----Modern SymposiumModern SymposiumModern SymposiumModern Symposium    ---- October 1 October 1 October 1 October 1    

This October brings an exciting opportunity for the SCA! The Shire of Ballachlagan has partnered 
with West Liberty University in an attempt to merge the medieval hobbyist with the medieval 
academic for a weekend. It is our mutual hope that we can both further our knowledge of the time 
periods that we all love so well. 

This conference called WRPS: Wheeling Regional Pre-Modern Symposium, and is sponsored by 
West Liberty University. They have invited several different medievalist groups into the conference 
but they are putting a great emphasis on the SCA as they have entrusted three seats on their Board 
of Directors to the SCA. 

This is an invitation from the Shire of Ballachlagan to you to join us on October 1st for a fun day of 
demoing. This demo’s activities include: a heavy weapons tourney, a rapier tourney, archery shoots, 
thrown weapons, and A&S displays and classes. In addition, there will be an opportunity to listen to 
various people from academia who will be presenting papers. Carol Symes is the keynote speaker for 
the conference. 

Carol Symes is a Helen Corley Petit Scholar and Associate Professor of History and Medieval 
Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She received her Ph.D. from Harvard and 
became a member of Actors’ Equity in 1999; she also holds a B.A. from Yale, an M.Litt from 
Oxford, and a Certificate in Stage Combat from the Society of British Fight Directors, earned during 
professional training at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. Her first book, A Common Stage: 
Theater and Public Life in Medieval Arras (Cornell University Press, 2007), has been awarded the 
Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the American Historical Association, the David Pinkney Prize of the 
Society for French Historical Studies, and the Bevington Prize of the Medieval and Renaissance 
Drama Society. She has also been a Distinguished Research Visitor at the University of York and a 
Visiting Associate Professor of History at Harvard. 

Here are some of the ways you can be involved and have a great time: 

� Heralds! We need heralds to cry the events and in the List field. We want to have as 
much pomp and circumstance was we can! We would like to give the tournaments a 
feel of a Queen’s Rapier tournament. 
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� Artisans! This demo will focus heavily on the arts. We are hoping to make these 
people be the bread and butter of this demo. Please come and show off your talents 
and your wares. 

� Archers, thrown weapons experts, fighters, and fencers! We are asking everyone 
involved here to make every attempt to look as period as possible. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for those of you who are pursuing period fighting techniques 
and the golden thorn. 

� Bardic arts! The theme for this year’s WRAPS conference is performance. We would 
love to have any performers; musicians, puppeteers, jugglers, jonglers…..anything. 

� Merchants! Anyone who sells period-like artifacts, and has a period set up. There is 
no merchant fee. We are still in negotiations with the university to let merchants set 
up the night before the conference and camp with their goods. Contact me if you 
need a table. 

� We also invite anyone who is willing to be an extra body to serve, or to answer 
questions, to work the crowd. This has all the makings of a FREE event! Come and 
have fun! The University staff will even be attempting to make period recipes on the 
day of the demo. 

Please feel free to contact the autocrat if you have any questions at archais at msn dot com. 
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THE CANTON OF STELTONWALD OFFICERS AND MEETINGS 

(Beaver County) 
 

Seneschal 
Muirgheal inghean Dubhghaill 
Muirgheall at gmail.com 
 
Knight Marshal 
THL Robert Marston 
kardasl+@pitt.edu 
 
Exchequer 
Baron Master Geoffrey fitz David 
chinaex at ccia.com 
 
Captain of Archers 
Muirgheal inghean Dubhghaill 
captainofarchers at steltonwald.org 
 

Castelain 
Lord Bóvi Farmaðr 
david_black42 at yahoo.com 
 
Web Minister 
Maestra Gianna di Aurelio  
giannadiaurelio at comcast.net 

Minister of Youth  
Tomasia da Collina Ventuso 
 
Canton Meeting 
Third Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
Beaver County Courthouse 
madeleinedlest at yahoo.com 
 

Archery 
Wednesdays, 6 PM - 9 PM, 
except the third Wednesday of any month 
Beaver Valley Archery Club 
Muirgheal inghean Dubhghaill 
captainofarchers at steltonwald.org 
 

Fight practice 
Every Tuesday, 5 pm, at the Hopewell 
Township Community Park, Pavilion 4 
Contact THL Robert Marston 
kardasl+@pitt.edu 
 
Sewing 
Aoibheil of Dun Holen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.steltonwald.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

THE COLLEGE OF COUR D’OR 
The College of Cour d'Or is currently dormant. For information regarding local colleges and 

Universities, contact the Baronial College Liaison 

 
College Liason 
Rosalia Iuliana Andrere 

CMU Rooms Reservationist 
Margaret Makafee  
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Sign up on the Althing mailing list to have the Althing emailed to you every month at 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bmdl_althing/. 

 

 

Download or read the Althing online every month at http://www.debatablelands.org/althing/. 

 

 

Subscribe to the Barony mailing list at http://lists.andrew.cmu.edu/mailman/listinfo/sca-bmdl. 

 

 

Find the Barony home page at http://www.debatablelands.org/. 

 

 

College student? Join the SCA-medieval-interest@googlegroups.com mailing list for 

announcements of campus and local activities. 

 

 

Need a ride? http://groups.google.com/group/bmdlrideboard is the Google group for ride sharing 
to events and practices. 

Elss of Augsburg 
c/o Rocky Hayeslip 
221 Pine Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

The Althing is the newsletter of the Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands. 

September Issue AS XLVI (2011) Vol. 34. No. 4 

FIRST CLASS MAIL – PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 


