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a corporate publication of the Society of Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies. Opinions are those of the authors and 
may not reflect or imply the view of the Althing or any member of its staff. Content is used with permission. 

 
Publication: The Althing is generally published quarterly with content from Stórfréttir that has been published through the chroniclers officer. 
The Althing  is available for free on the Barony web site www.debatablelands.org. Paper copies are available for those without Internet access, 
please contact the chronicler to have a paper copy mailed to you. 

 
Submissions: Any gentle wishing to submit articles, artwork, poetry, etc., to the Althing is invited to do so. Please send your work to the 
chronicler. All material in the Althing is copyrighted to the individual contributors. The chronicler reserves the right to edit, refuse, or reprint 
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send your contributions to chronicler@debatablelands.org for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

Art Work: All art work from public domain or used with permission and noted. Front image credit:  Debatable lands banner from 
Debatablelands.org
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From the Seneschal: 
Greetings to the Most Excellent Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands! 
At the last Business Meeting, the Officers and the populace in attendance generously voted to 
permit me another two year term as your Seneschal. I am grateful for the opportunity to continue 
serving all of you for a while longer. I also want to thank my outgoing Deputy, Lord Pavel 
Dudolodov for his service over the last two years. He did an excellent job and I look forward to 
seeing what he does in the future. I would also like to welcome my incoming Deputy Seneschal, 
THL Muirgheal inghean Dubghaill.  
Even though we’re only a few months into the new year, we have certainly started things with a 
bang. Our Twelfth Night event was as amazing as usual. There was so much to do, see, and enjoy. 
There was pageantry and wonderful surprises during court. The quality of the A&S entries was 
incredibly high and the potluck was delicious and plentiful. As always, our Auction of Highly 
Desirable Items was successful and so many people went home with new treasures. Most 
importantly, there was fellowship and the joy of spending time with so many people. 
While still basking in the glow of Twelfth Night, we were gifted with another opportunity to gather 
together at the Tavern Event. It was inspiring to see so many new people stepping up to make the 
event happen and to see so many people volunteering to mentor. It was a lovely day and even the 
weather cooperated. Thanks to THL Elβ of Augsburg and Lady Elsa Taliard for creating, 
coordinating, and making this event happen. 
Thanks to an invitation extended by Master Clewin Kupferhelbelinc, we were asked to join an 
event at The Carnegie Science Center. Thanks to the amazing organizational skills of Lady Zianna 
beguy urdina de Zabaleta she was able to coordinate 100 people, a lot of stuff, and still had time to 
build the Barony new List Ropes so that we would have them for the demo. Everyone that 
participated represented the Barony very well and we had lots of engagement. Showing our best 
face to the City of Pittsburgh helps others understand what we do and hopefully we will have some 
people decide to spend some time with us and become involved. 
Again, we have an opportunity coming up to show our best side to the City while we march in the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade for a second year in a row. Ying is our coordinator again and this year will 
be even more fun than it was last year. The parade will be held on 17 March 2018 and you can find 
more information about how to participate by contacting the coordinator, Yingerz, at 
ying762(at)yahoo(dot)com. 
Along with our usual activities, there is so much to do in the Barony. If you are new and trying to 
figure out what things excite and inspire you of if you’ve been around for a while and want to learn 
a new skill, I encourage that you check out A&S Night, where there are a broad range of topics 
covered every Thursday or, for the martially inclined, attend Fighter Practice on Sundays. To find 
out where and when things are going on in the Barony, check out our Calendar at 
http://www.debatablelands.org/calendar.php.  
As always, if you have any ideas about how to improve anything in the Barony or have concerns, I 
am available via email (seneschal@debatablelands.org), in person at events and meetings, or using 
our new Baronial Suggestion Box. 
In Service to the Barony, 

OVB 
Odriana, Seneschal 
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From the Baron and Baroness: 
 
Hello Debatable Lands! 
 
We need your award recommendations! There are so many wonderful activities happening in this, 
the largest Barony in the Kingdom, and so many vibrant folks running and participating in them. 
But we can't be everywhere, so we need your eyes and your words! Please let us know who is 
doing amazing things here in the Barony, so that we may recognize them! Our next Courts are at 
Iron Comet Challenge and Baronial Champs, and then the Great Pennsic War on the middle 
Sunday. You can use the form (http://debatablelands.org/award-recommendation.php), or email us 
baron@debatablelands.org and baroness@debatablelands.org. Hilda is also available via Facebook 
and Messenger, and Brandubh is available on G+ and Hangouts.  
 
We want to give a big thank you and congratulations to Lady Kathryn, THL Muirgheal, and THL 
Elss and all their staff for running to amazing events this winter: Baronial 12th Night, and Tavern 
in the Park. A big extra kudos to all the folks who ran activities for the first time! Vivant!  
 
Also to Lady Zianna, Lord Ying, and THL Luceta and their staff and attendees for running unique 
and amazing demos at the Science Center, the Childrens Museum, and the Pittsburgh St. Patrick's 
Day Parade! Vivant!  
 
We would also like to announce that the Iron Comet Challenge and Baronial Champions Event has 
been moved to June 23rd, to be held at the Beaver Valley Archery Club, by kind permission of 
Steltonwald.  
 
We will be running our six non-equestrian championships a different way this year. We will be 
running them parallel to the Iron Comet Challenge. All those interested in taking up the mantle of 
Debatable Lands Champions should attend the event June 23rd, and participate in the Iron Comet 
Challenge Tournaments (or at least the discipline(s) they are vying for). After the Iron Comet 
Tourney, we will take the highest scoring members of the Debatable Lands who wish to become 
Champion, and conduct an additional Champions' Round. Exact details to be determined by how 
many enter, but you may see some more announcements in the coming weeks. That day, we will 
be choosing: 
 
Heavy Weapons Fighting Champion 
Rapier Fighting Champion  
Youth Fighting Champion 
Archery Champion 
Youth Archery Champion 
Thrown Weapons Champion (open to youth) 
 
As with anything new, there may be some hiccups, or maybe it turns out to be a learning 
experience, but we hope you'll join us in trying this format! Feedback on the concept welcomed 
before the event, and feedback on the execution welcomed after the event.  
 
Our Baronial Champions are invited to stand with us in our Court, and are asked to represent the 
finest Barony in the Known World at the Seven Pearls Tournaments in  Blackstone Mountain on 
September 8th. Additionally, the seconds are asked to come to Seven Pearls. Anyone living in 
Baronial Zip codes is eligible for the Champions' Rounds, as well as those gentles who hold a 
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"Friend of the Barony" Comet (Green or Amicus), by our whim. If you're not sure if you're 
eligible, please ask Hilda.  
 
There is so much going on here in the most sparkling Barony. We hope to see you at events, 
demos, practices, meetings, and other social functions! 
 
In Levitate et Caritate, and Cheers 
Baron Brandubh and Baroness Hilda 

 
From the Comet Pursuivant: 
Greetings from your Comet Pursuivant! 
 
I have been very encouraged by the interest I've seen in heraldry the last few months. I had the 
privilege of assisting Mistress Elsbeth Anne Roth at a consult table at the Tavern in the Park event, 
where several people were researching names and devices. I've had people express their interest in 
trying out vocal heraldry at events, either by seconding me for Baronial court or by assisting event 
staff with announcements. You are helping keep heraldry vibrant in the Debatable Lands, and in 
AEthelmearc! 
 
Did you know that the BMDL is hosting the Known World Heralds and Scribes event, June 8-10? 
It will be an amazing opportunity to take classes from gentles across the, well, Known World! The 
event will take place at the Pittsburgh Marriott North, located at 100 Cranberry Woods Drive, 
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066. For more details and class listings, please check out the website 
at http://debatablelands.org/KWHS/. 
 
As a reminder, Online Heraldic Office Hours are held the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month from 
7pm - 9pm as a Google Hangout. The link will be posted on social media (Facebook and Twitter) 
and the BMDL list, and you can participate through video, audio, or even just text. You can also 
contact me directly with any questions you have! I am available at 
herald[at]debatablelands[dot]org. Thank you! 
 
Kieran MacRae 
 

 
From the Chronicler: 
Hello wonderful Barony! 
 
I wanted to first say thank you for electing me to the officer of Chronicler, I am excited to serve 
the barony and continue to hear from everyone with awesome articles to publish through the 
website and in the Althing. 
 
For those of you who were not at the business meeting where I discussed my plans for the future 
of the officer of Chronicler there are going to be some changes. Moving forward the office is 
going to publish content through the barony website through Stórfréttir, quarterly that content 
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will be collected and published through the Althing with the addition of quarterly reports from 
the officers of the barony.  
 
By doing this we are working on moving the office of Chronicler and the Althing forward with 
new technology and more visibly to the articles that our members put effort into submitting all 
while providing the information in the traditional format that out many people are used to. The 
goal is to move forward with the use of new technology without leaving behind those people that 
would prefer the traditional format. 
 
My goal is to have an average of one article per week. In the first quarter we fell short of that 
goal due to a death in the family and surgery. I would like to ask for some help from our 
populace, I’m looking for people to work with me in a deputy-like capacity to work on gathering 
articles and information. If you have interest in working with the officer of the Chronicler please 
contact me at Chronicler@debatablelands.org or personally through Facebook. 
 
  
Tigerna Alister Sionnach MacLeod 
Chronicler 

 
From the Exchequer: 
 
Happy Spring from the office of the Exchequer. We recently had a profitable event, Tavern in 
the Park which I am told was a complete success. Our next big event is going to be Known 
World Heralds and Scribes. 
 
Our budget meeting will be at the next business meeting, the first Wednesday in April. Are you 
going to need expenses from the barony this year? Please get all requests to me by March 30th so 
I can include them in projections. Do you have any receipts from last year that haven’t been 
submitted? Please get them to us so that we can include them in last years expenses. You can 
reach me at Exchequer@debatablelands.org or find me in the dark pages. 
Inventories will be due soon! Do you have anything that belongs to the barony? If you do, please 
contact me so I can tell you more about what information I need from you.  
 
Lady Zianna is still working on her Troll in Training program. Would you like to learn more 
about how to run troll for an event? We can’t have events without you! Please reach out to her 
for more information.  
 
We also have a wonderful new addition to our office, Ranka Alfruson is now our Deputy 
Exchequer. We are excited to work together to serve the barony. 
 
Lady Arthes MacLeod 
Exchequer 
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Marce Baroniae 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
You can also find a wonderful recorded version of this song at: 
  
http://debatablelands.org/resources/files/MarceBaroniae.mp3 
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Dos and Don’ts of vigils 
 
In the Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands, we are amazingly blessed with many dedicated 
servants to the Crown and the SCA community. Frequently, our friends and neighbors are 
recognized by the Crown and offered membership in the Peerage order as appropriate to the 
candidate's area of expertise. These are the Order of Chivalry, the Order of Defense, the Order 
of the Laurel, and the Order of the Pelican. 
 
Usually, to celebrate the occasion, just before the elevation to their order, there is a celebration 
during which the candidate sits in a private or quiet corner, and ponders the upcoming honor with 
the advice and words of encouragement and inspiration from others. This vigil can be as simple or 
as elaborate as the candidate desires, and is overseen by friends and supporters. 
 
A big question is: who can visit a vigil? Absolutely anyone can visit the person that is sitting in 
vigil, whether you know them or not. However, as always, courtesy and respect matter. Here are 
some recommendations from Her Esteemed Ladyship, The Honorable Lady Mannerly of 
Knowsalot: 
 
DON'T snarf the food. DO appreciate the attractive and appetizing array of food, but delay eating 
until after you have spoken with the candidate. 
 
DON'T barge into the candidate's sitting area. DO find the person who is keeping track of the 
people waiting to enter and have your name put onto the list of visitors. 
 
DO try to remain in (or return to) the general area so as to be available when you are called. 
 
DO be happy for the candidate! They are receiving an award for their outstanding work in a field 
they love. Ask about their work, ask about their plans for future endeavors, and above all, if you 
have words of encouragement, advice, or affection, say them.  
 
After the visit, DO help yourself to the food, chat with the others around, visit with friends, meet 
new people. There may be a book for people to sign and leave a message, so feel free to do so. 
Otherwise, go and enjoy the rest of the event. 
 
In service to the Dream, 
Elss of Augsburg 
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Spreading the word! 
Isn't amazing when you find out how much fun something new is? 

Last Friday I attended the demo at the Carnegie Science Center.  They hosted an evening event for 
adults over 21 to enjoy a medieval-themed evening. I loved the amount of people who were 
interested and enchanted by our wonderful Barony, Kingdom, and Society. 

We had around 100 volunteers present to speak about different aspects of the society. Our Baron 
and Baroness helped party-goers take pictures that made them look like royalty. We were able to 
offer pictures with a prince or princess.  We performed, talked about fighting, archery, fencing, 
siege weapons, thrown weapons, A&S, and made the Science Center ring with our voices.  People 
fought and fenced for the entertainment of the people.  I spent the evening behind a table of archery 
and thrown weapons equipment. 

People walked by and immediately wanted to know more about what we did.  They wanted to 
handle our axes, crossbows, and more. They asked questions about everything from what we did to 
historical information and many wanted to know how to find more information and how to join in 
our fun. Several people were sad that we couldn't throw axes right there, inside the Science Center. 

Telling people about our hobby is always the most fun thing for me.  Between the myriad questions 
and excitement about something that I love, it always makes it a fun time that will never get old. 
Considering that this demo had over a thousand people that were some of the most interested 
people I've ever talked to it made it some of the most fun I've ever had in the SCA. 

- Tigerna Alister Sionnach MacLeod 
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A Love Letter from the Baroness 
My Dear Friends, 

It has been a difficult week or two for so many whose eyes rest upon these words. Our Barony is 
affected by difficult situations both from afar and near within the SCA. We are feeling the pain of 
loss, of division, even of disillusionment. So many of us feel lost… our hearts and our spirits ache 
with it. 

My dear friends and chosen family, remember who we are…. 

We are the newcomer with eyes bright and interested at their first tourney, or choosing the 
language and script for our first scroll. 

We are brothers- and sisters- in arms, fighting side by side in joy and companionship. 

We are the camp that comes together to find shovels and ropes, drenched by a downpour, so that 
our neighbors’ Pennsic homes are saved. 

We are the group that makes hot soup and tea for those bedraggled camp saviors. 

We are the family that comes together to support a virtual stranger with food and hugs and tears in 
the time of the greatest grief. 

We are the grizzled old-timer, telling stories around the fire, and lending wise words to open 
minds. 

We are the gentle striving toward the Peerage, taking an inner journey to mold their spirit in 
courtesy and compassion. 

We are the smiling, laughing dancers and singers, with music filling our hearts. 

We are the Royal that spends countless at home hours facilitating appreciation and looking for 
ways to enhance Their peoples’ delight. 

We are the artisan that falls into the rabbit hole of researching their passion, a journey of all shapes 
and times. 

We are the circle of friends by the fire, in homes, in meeting halls, planning shenanigans and fun of 
all kinds. 

We are the bards, the scribes, the fighters, the parents, the children, the craftspersons and artisans, 
the martial specialists, the officers, the teachers, the students, the family and friends that love and 
respect each other. 

We are a community. We are the SCA. We are AEthelmearc. We are the Debatable Lands. 
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Remember who we are. Hold out your hands in friendship to those you don’t know, and those you 
do. 

In reason and compassion, respect and forgiveness, joy and passion… remember who we are. 

Support each other, nurture each other, enjoy each other. 

I love you. 

In Levitate et Caritate, 
(Which means “with levity and affection”) 
~Your Baroness Hilda 

 

 
(Illustration from Roman d’Alexandre) 
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Debatable Lands award winning cookies 
At the Debatable Lands Twelth night we had an awesome cookie contest, our Countess Ariella of 
Thornbury won the day as the populace’s choice for favorite cookie and we wanted to share the 
recipe with everyone so they can make them at home! 

 

Pecan Pralines: 

Preheat oven to 275 degrees. 

Grease 2 sheets of parchment and use to line 2 cookie sheets. 

Add 1 cup packed light brown sugar to 1 large egg white, stiffly beaten. 

Stir in 2 cups coarsely chopped pecans and 1 tsp vanilla extract. 

Drop by teaspoonfuls onto lined cookie sheets. 

Bake approx. 30 min until set and golden. Cool on rack. 

 

Now you can make some Debatable Lands award winning pecan pralines! 
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What does an officer do? 
Over this year we are working on publishing an FAQ or “Job description” article for each office to 
give everyone a better idea of what the people who volunteer for the jobs do, this month we have 
three positions for everyone to learn a littlee more about: 

Webminister 
Office: Webminister 

What does the Webminister do? The Webminister maintains the content and oversees the 
administration of the Barony’s web presence, located at http://www.debatablelands.org/ (and also 
available at the easier to remember http://www.bmdl.org/). This includes both the static content of 
the Barony’s web site, as well as Stórfréttir, the Barony’s online blog. The Webminister also works 
with the Social Media Deputy to ensure that Stórfréttir information is properly disseminated to all 
the Barony’s various social media outlets. 

What information does the website have? In addition to welcoming those who are learning about 
the SCA for the first time, the website has sections detailing the history of the Barony, upcoming 
events that the Barony is hosting, our regular activities such as guild meetings and martial 
activities, online resources such as a list of email lists relevant to Baronial activities, as well as 
contact information for all the officers, guildmasters and martial generals for the Barony. 

What’s on the Blog? Stórfréttir, the Baronial blog, is the primary source of information for Barony-
wide announcements, as well as various tidbits of information that the Barony might find useful or 
interesting. To get to Stórfréttir, go to http://www.debatablelands.org/blog/, or go to the Barony’s 
website and click “Stórfréttir” on the menu. 

What do I do if there’s something I want to have on the website? Send email to 
webminister@debatablelands.org and we can start a conversation about getting your information 
out to the public. After all, we’re here to serve you! 

In Honor and Service, 
亀島 
Kameshima Zentarō Umakai 
土地の議論のウェブサイト管理者 
Webminister, Barony-Marche of the Debatable Lands 

 

Captain of Archers 
To continue our series on barony officer positions, here is a fantastic look into the position of 
Captain of Archers from Lady Katherine Tanzel. 

“The Captain of Archers is an archery marshal in charge of holding and running archery practices 
for the open populace. In that role they provide storage, care, transportation and maintenance for 
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the target equipment and the loaner equipment. The loaner equipment provides those new to 
archery with equipment to participate in practices. 

Following each practice the Captain of Archers is then responsible for submitting royal round 
scores and awarding new ranks to the archers as they advance up to Bowman, where the Captain 
then reports any advancements of Master Bowman or above to the Archer General for recognition 
through the ranks to the current royalty for recognition of such achievement. 

The position of Archery Captain is a very public one open and easy for people outside the SCA to 
join in the fun. It’s up to the Captain of Archers to see that they are able to access what’s available 
to them, be that loaner equipment for the day if it’s available, safety instructions for the range or 
for the proper use of the equipment, or just the Barony website or Barony blog (Storfetter) so they 
can see more about the Barony.” 

Exchequer 
My name is Lady Arthes MacLeod and I am the Exchequer for the Barony Marche of the 
Debatable Lands. The Office of the Exchequer is responsible for tracking, accounting for, and 
maintaining all of the barony’s resources. The exchequer is a member of the financial committee. 
Members of the financial committee are responsible for making sure that we spend our money in a 
responsible way. We make sure that events are planned to make enough money to pay for 
themselves, and that we have enough money to provide resources to members of the Barony when 
they come to do things such as A&S nights, or to provide loaner gear, or other items our martial 
activities may require. 

Many exchequers choose to be responsible for troll at events. Being in charge of troll, or 
volunteering to sit at the troll table at events is a great way to begin to be involved as the 
exchequer. If the troll sheet is not kept correctly so that it balances with the cash at the end of the 
event, it can throw off not just the record keeping for that event, but also for the quarter and the 
year. 

My job can vary day to day. Some days, I do nothing for the barony. Some days, I sit and do 
paperwork; mostly organizing our receipts and keeping records. Events are the busiest. There are 
checks to write, receipts to scan, and the set-up for troll to worry about. Every other month I attend 
the barony’s business meeting and report any updates on things that may have changed with our 
financial situation. I am the liaison to the bank. I make sure our checkbook matches up with the 
bank’s records. The Exchequer keeps track of all of the financial records including bank statements 
and receipts. We make sure that everyone who spends money that has been approved on the 
barony’s behalf is reimbursed. The exchequer files a report every three months tracking all money 
going in and out of the barony’s account and how it was used. 

The BMDL Exchequer reports to an entire hierarchy of other volunteers. We directly report to 
Master Tofi Kerthjalfadsson, who is currently the Aethelmearc exchequer. Master Tofi 
Kerthjalfadsson helps us to ensure that we are following all of the SCA’s rules when it comes to 
money, as well as the legal rules to ensure we keep our 501c non-profit status. There are also 
several volunteers who are regional exchequers, and then still more at a society level. 
If you would like to know more about this office, please contact me at exchequer@bmdl.org, or 
look me up at the next event! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 Debatable Lands Business Meeting – April 2nd 8:00pm 

 Ice Dragon – April 14th Barony of the Rhydderich Hael 

 Coronation of Sven and Siobhan – April 21st Shire of Heronter 

 Debatable Lands Barony Meeting – May 20th  

 Lawrenceville Parade – May 28th 

 Known World Heralds and Scribes – June 8th to June 10th  

 Althing Submission – June 15th 

Iron Comet – June 23rd 

  

 Sign up on the Althing mailing list to have the Althing emailed to you at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bmdl_althing/. 

 

 Download or read the Althing online e at 
http://www.debatablelands.org/althing/. 

 

 Find the Barony home page at http://www.debatablelands.org/. 
 

 College student? 
Join the SCA-medieval-interest@googlegroups.com mailing list for announcements of 
campus and local activities. 

 While not official, there is valuable information to be had on various BMDL Facebook 
groups, such as The BMDL Ride Board, Debatable Lands group, and the SCA group. 

 
 
 
 

The Althing 
 

Tigerna Alister Sionnach MacLeod 

c/o Greg Straub 
236 Maryellen Drive 

North Versailles, PA 15137 


